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Protection and Safety 
 HB 121 (Anderson-10th) Bill Link 

Defines the terms “wakeboarding” and “wake surfing”, and places restrictions on these activities. Except in certain 
circumstances, no person is to engage in either of these two defined activities between sunset and sunrise, on a body of 
water less than 50 acres in size, on a portion of a body of water with a width of less than 400 feet, within 200 feet of a 
shoreline or structure located on the water, or without wearing a personal flotation device approved by the U.S. Coast 
Guard. These restrictions do not apply to activities in which the commissioner has granted a marine event permit. 

 Status: PASSED HOUSE. Assigned to Senate Transportation Committee. 

 HB 124 (Bruce-61st) Bill Link 
 Allows first responders of a fire department of a municipality to be granted licenses for emergency medical  
 transportation under certain circumstances and to then be able to transport patients under certain circumstances. 
 Status: House Health Committee 

 HB 135 (Oliver-82nd) Bill Link 
 Establishes the offense of failure to adequately secure a firearm. 
 Status: House Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee 

 HB 144 (Lewis-Ward-115th) Bill Link 
 Updates the rights of a ward in a guardianship by clarifying that a ward can communicate freely and privately with  
 people other than the guardian through visitation, telephone calls, email, or personal mail. If a guardian violates the  
 right of the ward to communicate, visit, or interact with others, in O.C.G.A. 29-4-22(b), then a ward or interested party 
 can petition the court with evidence alleging that the guardian violated that right. If the court finds the guardian  
 violated the ward's right, then a court can impose a maximum fine of $1,000 for each violation. After two violations  
 have been reported and ruled on by a court, the court can impose temporary suspension of the guardianship and  
 appoint another guardian until the violations are resolved.  
 Status: PASSED HOUSE. 

 HB 188 (Sainz-180th) Bill Link 
 Changes the name of the Sexual Offender Registration Review Board to the Sexual Offender Risk Review Board  
 (SORRB). The bill defines the term "sexual felony" to be a felony conviction of the following crimes: aggravated  
 assault; kidnapping that involves a victim under the age of 14, except by a parent; sex trafficking; rape; aggravated  
 sodomy; statutory rape; child molestation; aggravated child molestation; enticing a child for indecent purposes;  
 improper sexual contact by employee or agent in the first or second degree or improper sexual contact by a foster  
 parent in the first or second degree, unless the punishment was not subject to O.C.G.A. 17-10-6.2; incest; aggravated  
 sexual battery; and sexual exploitation. Any person who was previously convicted of a sexual felony who is convicted  
 of aggravated assault with the intent to rape; kidnapping; human trafficking for sexual servitude; rape; aggravated  
 sodomy; statutory rape; aggravated child molestation; enticing a child for indecent purposes; improper sexual contact 
 by an employee, agent, or foster parent in the first or second degree; incest; sexual exploitation of children; or  
 aggravated sexual battery is subject to imprisonment for life or a split sentence that is a term of imprisonment  
 followed by probation for life that includes electronic monitoring as a condition of probation. The bill also removes  
 the crime for removing or inhibiting an electronic monitoring device who is required to wear it under O.C.G.A. 42-1- 
 14, as a response in part to the Supreme Court of Georgia case Park v. State. The bill changes the name of SORRB and  
 requires that a defendant who was sentenced to probation submit to SORRB within 60 days of being sentenced for a  
 risk assessment rather than the current requirement of 10 days. Among other provisions, the bill also adds the crime  
 of electronically furnishing obscene material to minors to the list of crimes defined as a "dangerous sexual offense"  
 under O.C.G.A. 42-1- 12(a)(10)(B.4) and clarifies the procedure for when a sexual offender moves from another state  
 or territory to Georgia, the risk assessment process for sexually dangerous predators, and the timelines for when risk  
 assessment evaluations need to be made by SORRB.  
 Status: Recommended Do Pass by the House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee. The bill rests in House Rules Committee. 
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