
The COVID-19 pandemic has increased housing insecurity in Georgia, which directly impacts children.  As of Oct. 2020, 
more than one in five Georgia families with children were late on their rent or mortgage payment, according to the U.S. 
Census Household Pulse Survey.4 

Black students make up a disproportionate amount of Georgia’s homeless student population. 3

Homelessness and Children in Georgia
Homeless children and youth are defined as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. 

Georgia has a growing population of students experiencing homelessness. These students are more likely to:
• be suspended
• miss school
• fall far behind in reading and math

DISPARITIES IN THE MAKEUP OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

K-12 students in Georgia were homeless in 2020.1 
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RISK FACTORS FOR CHILD AND YOUTH HOMELESSNESS
• Child and family poverty
• Employment issues
• Lack of health insurance

• Lack of affordable housing

• Involvement with foster care or 
the juvenile justice system

• Transitioning out of foster care 
and residential or institutional 
facilities

• Abuse/neglect and trauma
• Single or youth parents
• Mental illness
• Substance abuse
• LGBTQ+ youth

Being homeless doesn’t always mean sleeping outside. Of the students who reported experiencing homelessness, 71% 
said they were staying with extended family or friends. 2 
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COVID-19 AND HOMELESSNESS IN GEORGIA

Fewer than 0.5% of American Indian, Asian, and Pacific Islander students are homeless, as reported by the Georgia Department of 
Education’s McKinney-Vento Program Data Report.
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children under age six were homeless in 2019, with more than 
1,500 served in Early Care and Education environments.5 
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The district’s McKinney-Vento program 
engages parents, school staff, and com-
munity partners through the Bartow 
“Give A Kid A Chance” program. It pro-
vides back to school supplies; haircuts; 
hearing, vision, and dental screenings; 
books; and other resources to McKin-
ney-Vento students.
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BARTOW COUNTY

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
Increase public awareness of the scope and 
impact of homelessness on children and 
families

Inform state and local policies and plans to address the needs of homeless children and families.
• Increase the availability and equitable distribution of quality and affordable housing.
• Support policies, including rent subsidies, which protect families and children from unsafe housing, hardship, 

baseless evictions, and unjustified fees and penalties.
• Identify and disseminate successful models of interagency coordination across child welfare, homelessness, and 

housing networks.
• Improve access to educational opportunities that will ensure success for children and youth who are homeless.
• Prevent youth who age out of foster care and unaccompanied youth from becoming homeless.
• Collect data on housing status to increase knowledge of the scope of homelessness.

In FY 20, the Georgia Department of Education subgranted
more than $2.6 million for homelessness initiatives in 46 school districts.7 

The district’s Homeless Liaison worked to 
find creative ways to support the academic 
needs of students residing in local shelters. 
One example of this was, in collaboration 
with the Title 1 Department, the Homeless 
Education Department was able to provide 
over 200 reading, mathematics and lan-
guage arts kits for grades Pre-k -12th, to 7 
of Atlanta’s local shelters.

The district ensured students had ad-
equate school supplies, appropriate 
clothing, stable transportation, and 
that mental health barriers were ad-
dressed through individual and group 
therapy sessions.

ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS CHATTOOGA COUNTY

$39,507$74,447$43,858

Improve program design and service de-
livery to meet unique needs of homeless 
children and families

MCKINNEY-VENTO COUNT OF HOMELESS STUDENTS IN GEORGIA*

MCKINNEY -VENTO HOMELESS
ASSISTANCE ACT

The primary piece of federal legislation focused on 
addressing the needs of homeless people in the 
United States. It was first signed into law in 1987, 
and has been amended and reauthorized several 
times.

MCKINNEY -VENTO EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAM

The section of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
dealing with problems faced by homeless youth with enrolling, 
attending, and succeeding in school. The program requires state 
education agencies to ensure that each homeless child has equal 
access to the same free and appropriate public education as their 
peers.
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*The COVID-19 pandemic may have impacted data collection and homelessness may be higher than recorded.

This is a Grant Year 2018/19 example.This is a Grant Year 2018/19 example.This is a Grant Year 2018/19 example.
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