
FentanylPrescription Opioids Heroin

Can be prescribed by doctors 
to treat moderate to severe 
pain, but can have serious risks 
and side effects.

Common types are:
• oxycodone (OxyContin)
• hydrocodone (Vicodin)
• morphine
• methadone

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
pain reliever. It is many times 
more powerful than other opi-
oids and is approved for treat-
ing severe pain, typically ad-
vanced cancer pain.

Illegally made and distributed 
fentanyl has been on the rise in 
several states.

Heroin is an illegal opioid.

Heroin use has increased 
across the U.S. among men and 
women, most age groups, and 
all income levels.

Opioid Use in Georgia

WHAT ARE OPIOIDS?

www.georgiavoices.org

What You Need to Know and What Georgia Needs

Opioids are a class of drugs used to reduce pain. They can be generally classified into three categories:

OPIOIDS AND GEORGIA’S CHILDREN

NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SYNDROME

Addiction (termed substance dependence by the American Psychiatric Association) is defined as a 
brain disease that leads to compulsive substance use despite harmful consequences. 

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) is a set of 
clinical withdrawal signs and symptoms present 
in a newborn infant who was exposed to illegal or 
prescription drugs while in the mother’s womb.

The long-term effects of NAS may include learning 
disabilities and delayed motor skills.

762
confirmed cases of NAS in Georgia in 2017

$16,225
the average hospital charge for an infant with 

withdrawal symptoms

More than one in three infants with 
NAS were born to mothers 25–29 years of age. 36%

of children who entered foster care in 2018 did so 
due to parental substance abuse.

County-Specific rates of NAS per 1,000 live births, Hospital discharge data
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GEORGIA’S RESPONSE
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OPIOID DEATHS IN GEORGIA

From 2010 and 2018, the number of opioid-involved overdose deaths increased by 70% in Georgia, 
from 514 to 876 deaths. In fact, in 2014, Georgia saw more deaths related to drug overdose than from 
motor vehicle crashes.

• Georgia’s opioid-focused legislation and prevention efforts have led to an improvement in the state’s 
nationwide opioid overdose deaths ranking, dropping from 11 to 36th.

• In 2017, Georgia developed a standing order allowing pharmacists across the state to dispense        
naloxone/narcan, an opioid overdose reversal drug.

• The Opioid and Substance Misuse Unit is working to develop and implement a sustainable,                              
collaborative and multi-disciplinary approach, by forming eight workgroups and one supporting 
committee on Multi-cultural Inclusion: Prevention Education; Maternal Substance Use; Data and     
Surveillance, Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, Treatment and Recovery; and Control and                            
Enforcement; Harm Reduction and Hospice. Each workgroup outlined strategic next steps for the 
state.

• The General Assembly passed legislation to establish the Department of Community Health as an 
oversight agency for drug treatment and rehabilitation programs, which will ensure that policies and 
procedures are standardized.

• Non-profit organizations like the Atlanta Harm Reduction Coalition and the Georgia Overdose             
Prevention Project raise funds to offset the cost of naloxone/narcon.

Opioid-involved overdoses accounted for 5,014 emergency room visits and 2,345 hospitalizations.
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