NAVIGATING HEALTHCARE FOR CHILDREN
Each child comes with his or her own needs, desires and challenges, which means that a child’s well-being is a moving target. It’s fluid, crossing systems, conditions and time, and engages an array of
people, places, services, and systems which children traverse frequently. Often, kids find themselves navigating multiple conditions and situations at the same time, needing varying levels of support
and care from each.
Making sure that every child in our state has access to high quality medical care is essential in order to prevent illness and injury, assess needs, address those needs, and improve the chances of a
long and successful life.
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Wellchild
Good child health relies on prevention, screening, and
early intervention. Regularly scheduled checkups, often
called well-child visits, from shortly after birth through
the teen years, allow a doctor to keep a child’s general
health and development in check.

Newborns
Good prenatal care, early developmental screenings
and interventions can minimize the occurrence and
outcomes of many developmental delays and
disabilities. This sets the stage for a child to have the
most healthy future possible.
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Thousands of Georgia children encounter significant
health obstacles as a result of pre-existing conditions,
such as cancer, asthma, sickle cell anemia, and
developmental disabilities.

Incidental

Wellchild

In Georgia, an estimated 21% of children from 2-17
need some sort of behavioral health services. That can
mean everything from grief counseling, to substance
abuse treatment, to psychiatric medication to
therapeutic intervention for autism.

MEDICAID

Medicaid covers care for approx. 14,000 kids in Georgia's
child welfare system and for most of the 1400 or so
children under supervision by the Georgia Department of
Juvenile Justice. Behavioral Health services, among
others, are key to helping children through tough times,
improving public safety and reducing recidivism.
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Life happens, and that means dealing with things like
cavities, broken arms, colds and concussions.
Such conditions, though not pre-existing, can easily
consume a family’s time and income.
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